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CHAIGPT WAS SUPPOSED TO 
DESTROY EDUCATION. 
IT SAVED IT. 


For the lion’s share of my high school experience, | found myself stuck in an endless loop of 
mundane tasks, pedantically assigned by my teachers. | was forced to sift through dry, uninspired 
textbooks, regurgitate answers to questions that did nothing to provoke curiosity, and memorize 
tidbits of information that would inevitably be forgotten within weeks. Day after day, | felt myself 
sinking deeper into a sea of endless boredom, slowly losing all connection to the apparent wonders 
of learning. It was as if | was stuck in an adolescent Groundhog Day, where each morning brought a 
new round of forgettable facts, and each night erased all memories of the day’s tedious lessons. 


But then, as 2022 came to a close, an academic revelation, in a sense, arrived. OpenAl’s language 

model, more ubiquitously known as ChatGPT, was released to the world at large. Adoption among 

students was instant and commonplace, with many using it to consistently get middling to slightly 
above average grades. Our school’s principal noted the challenges of this for teachers, saying “It’s 
unlike normal plagiarism in the sense that there is no physical record.” 


Alas, it was all too good to be true, and the hammer fell roughly two weeks into January. New Al 
detection tools were to be employed schoolwide. But another, more interesting change was 
coming to our campus. Socratic discussions and more engaging assignments were to replace 
written homework as a principle. More critical thinking, and less recollection was the new law. | was 
mildly interested at first, but never could | have envisioned the spoils that came with these 
changes. Instead of copying down information from a history book, | began preparing for debates 
and discussions. Instead of memorizing information for history tests, | was preparing responses 
detailing the connections between different events. For the first time in three years, | was 
motivated to go to school. 


ChatGPT’s creator Sam Altman likens it to the “calculator”, but | liken it to an indictment. It’s arrival 
on the educational scene pokes holes in the shoddy assignments that have been plaguing students 
for too long. When the first iteration of an Al technology can pass most classes, it fundamentally 
questions the purpose of those classes in their current form. Just as the calculator revolutionized 
how we approach mathematics, Al will revolutionize comprehension and understanding. The days 
of rote memorization and regurgitation are in the past, replaced by actual learning. 
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